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FOREWORD 

The  Birth  Rate  was  above  the  average,  and  the 
Standard  Death  Rate  was  11.4  per  1,000,  as  low  as  in 
1939.  The  infant  death  rate  was  rather  high,  being 
71  per  1,000  live  births,  but  for  the  last  four  years  it 
averaged  only  40. 

With  the  exception  of  Measles,  the  incidence  of 
infectious  disease  was  very  low. 

REGINALD  GREEN,  M.D.,  D.P.H. 


GENERAL  STATISTICS. 

Area  (acres)  ...  ...  ...  74,952 

Population  (Census  1931)  ...  ...  7,658 

and  estimated  1940  ...  7,887 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (Census  1931)  2,061 

(end  of  1940)  2,166 

Rateable  Value  ...  ...  ...  £29,650 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate  £114/13/6 
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EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS 
OF  THE  YEAR. 


M. 

F. 

Total 

LIVE  BIRTHS 

60 

66 

126 

Legitimate 

54 

64 

118 

Illegitimate 

6 

2 

8 

Birth  Rate  (R.G.)  16.0 

STILL  BIRTHS 

1 

3 

4 

Legitimate 

1 

3 

4 

Illegitimate 

— 

— 

— 

Rate  per  1000  population,  0.50 

DEATHS  ... 

45 

62 

107 

Death  Rate  (R.G.) 

13.5  per 

1000 

Standard 

11.4 

5  > 

Number  of  Women  dying  in,  or  in 

consequence  of  childbirth. ..from  sepsis  Nil 

from  other  causes  Nil 


Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age :  9. 
per  1000  births  : 

Legitimate,  68  ,  Illegitimate,  125  ;  Total  71 

Deaths  from  Measles  ,,  ...  ...  Nil 

,,  Whooping  Cough  ...  ...  Nil 

,,  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years  of  age^  Nil 

BIRTHS. 

There  were  many  more  Births  registered  in  the 
district,  the  number  being  126,  and  of  these  60  were 
males  and  66  females.  The  number  in  1939  was  102. 
Eight  illegitimate  births  were  recorded,  there  being  5 
in  1939.  The  births  were  much  more  numerous  in 
the  second  quarter,  43,  whereas  the  other  three  quar¬ 
ters  averaged  27  respectively.  The  general  birth  rate 
was  16  per  1000  population,  compared  with  14.0  in 
1939,  and  14.6  in  England  and  Wales,  varying  from 
16  in  the  large  towns,  to  13.7  in  London.  This  in¬ 
crease  in  the  birth  rate  is  most  probably  connected 
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with  the  war  marriages,  which  have  been,  and  still 
are,  so  numerous  in  the  country.  Four  still  births 
were  registered,  as  against  2  in  1939,  all  being  legiti¬ 
mate.  This  is  equal  to  0.50  of  the  population  and 
compares  with  0.55  in  England  and  Wales.  One  can¬ 
not  say  whether  these  miscarriages  were  artificial  or 
natural. 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH  IN  1940 

(reg.  general) 


DISEASE 

Males 

Females. 

Cerebro  Spinal  Fever 

1 

Influenza 

2 

I 

Respiratory  Tuberculosis 

1 

1 

Other  ,, 

— 

— 

Cancer 

5 

8 

Diabetes 

— 

— 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage 

4 

— 

Heart  Disease 

9 

18 

Other  Circulatory  Diseases 

— 

4 

Bronchitis 

3 

5 

Pneumonia 

4 

1 

Peptic  Ulcer 

1 

— 

Other  Digestive  Diseases 

I 

1 

Nephritis 

I 

1 

Congenital  Causes,  etc. 

5 

3 

Suicide 

I 

— 

Other  Violence 

1 

3 

Other  defined  Diseases 

6 

16 

Old  Age 

" 

- 

All  causes 

45 

62 

4 


DEATHS. 

The  certified  deaths  numbered  107,  of  which  45 
were  males,  and  62  females,  this  being  2  more  deaths 
than  in  1939.  The  death  rate  was  13.5  per  1000  per 
annum,  compared  with  14.0  in  1939.  The  death  rate 
in  England  and  Wales  was  14-3,  and  in  the  126  large 
towns  it  was  15.8  per  1000.  The  standard  death  rate 
which  allows  for  a  less  favourable  age  distribution 
with  a  larger  proportion  of  old  people  in  it,  was  11.4 
per  1000,  as  to  11.3  in  1939.  The  latter  rate,  viz., 
11.4,  is  the  one  to  use  for  comparative  purposes,  with 
the  rate  for  England  and  Wales,  14  3  per  1000. 


The  deaths  registered  of  residents,  in  the  district, 
numbered  108,  compared  with  the  number  received 
from  the  Registrar  General  of  107,  but  in  1939  the 
locally  registered  deaths  being  6  more.  As  to  the  age 
distribution  of  the  deaths,  at  0.1  year  there  were  9 
deaths,  1 — 15  no  deaths,  at  15 — 45,  10,  at 45 — 65,  22, 
and  at  65  years  upwards  67.  At  0 — 1  year  most  of  the 
deaths  were  due  to  congenital  weakness  and  prema¬ 
ture  birth,  at  15 — 45  two  deaths  were  due  to  tubercu¬ 
losis  of  the  lungs,  1  to  cerebro-spinal  fever,  and  2  to 
accidents.  At  45— 65  years,  cancer  caused  6,  apo¬ 
plexy  4,  heart  disease  4,  bronchitis  3,  pneumonia  2, 
suicide  1,  and  injuries  1.  At  65  years  upwards  cancer 
caused  9  deaths,  apoplexy  4,  heart  and  circulation  31, 
bronchitis  5,  pneumonia  4,  and  violence  2,  influenza 
3.  Causes  of  death  were  cancer  13,  apoplexy  4, 
heart  diseases  27,  bronchitis  8,  pneumonia  5,  nephri¬ 
tis  2,  suicide  1,  congenital  causes  8,  violence  4.  Nine 
infant  deaths  occurred,  although  only  8  were  returned 
by  the  Registrar  General.  Of  these  5  were  males  and 
four  females,  one  birth  being  illegitimate.  Five  in¬ 
fants  died  at  ages  under  one  week,  1  at  1 — 4  weeks,  1 
at  1 — 3  months,  and  1  aged  4  months,  the  latter 
child  dying  from  asphyxia  with  a  pillow,  whilst  lying 
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unattended  in  a  pram.  Four  deaths  were  due  to  pre¬ 
mature  birth,  and  4  to  congenital  debility  and  defects. 
The  infant  death  rate  was  71  per  1000  live  births, 
and  compares  with  55  for  England  and  Wales,  and 
54  in  the  148  smaller  towns.  The  infant  death  rate 
was  only  49  in  1939,  and  in  the  two  years  before  that 
it  was  only  21.  This  gives  an  average  for  the  last  4 
years  of  only  40  per  1000  live  births.  The  legitimate 
infant  death  rate  was  68,  and  the  illegitimate  rate  125. 
The  death  rate  of  male  children  is  generally  higher 
than  that  of  females,  in  this  case  it  was  82  for  males, 
and  60  for  females.  This  is  possibly  due  to  the  larger 
size  of  male  babies  at  birth,  accounting  for  prolonga¬ 
tion  of  labour,  often  damaging  to  the  newly  born. 
There  were  47  deaths  of  non-residents  in  the  area, 
and  26  residents  died  outside  the  district,  chiefly  in 
public  institutions.  There  were  25  inquests,  or  en¬ 
quiries  into  deaths,  largely  due  to  flying  accidents. 
One  person  died  without  having  a  medical  certificate. 


NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  DURING 
THE  YEAR. 


Total  Cases 

Cases  admitted 

Total 

DISEASE 

Notified 

to  Hospital 

Deaths 

Small  Pox 

— 

— 

— 

Scarlet  Fever 

2 

1 

— 

Diphtheria 

2 

2 

— 

Cerebro  Spinal  Fever 

2 

2 

1 

Whooping  Cough 

1 

— 

— 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

4 

1 

— 

Pneumonia 

11 

— 

6 

Other  diseases  generally 

notifiable — Measles 

351 

_ 

_ 

Erysipelas 

2 

— 

■ — 

Other  diseases  notifiable 

locally 

i 

I,- 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

Measles  was  very  prevalent,  after  an  absence  of 
some  years,  which  left  the  school  population  prac¬ 
tically  all  unprotected  by  previous  attack.  The  out¬ 
break  was  largely  one  of  so-called  German  Measles, 
which  is  shown  by  by  the  large  number  of  adults  re¬ 
ported.  The  total  cases  notified  by  medical  men 
were  351,  and  of  these  only  106  were  males,  there 
being  245  females  on  the  list.  Four  patients  were 
aged  less  than  one  year,  70  between  1  and  5  years, 
212  at  school  age,  and  65  adults,  of  which  28  were 
aged  more  than  25  years.  These  numbers  seem  rather 
great,  but  apparently  no  less  than  530  were  reported 
from  the  schools  by  the  head  teachers,  so  that  at 
least  200  children  had  no  doctor  in  attendance.  No 
less  than  253  cases  were  so  reported  in  the  second 
quarter  of  the  year.  In  regard  to  the  cases  in  the 
districts,  there  were  95  in  Northleach,  36  in  Bibury, 
37  in  Coin  St.  Aldwyn,  26  in  Sherborne,  and  25  in 
Yanworth  and  Chedworth.  Leaflets  of  advice  were 
circulated  through  the  head  teachers  of  the  schools 
among  the  affected  households,  and  this,  probably, 
was  the  main  reason  why  not  a  single  patient  died 
from  the  disease.  No  doubt  the  advice  given  by  the 
district  nurses  also  had  a  good  part  in  this  excellent 
result.  Only  one  case  of  whooping  cough  was  report¬ 
ed,  a  school  child  from  Sevenhampton.  The  district 
was  singularly  clear  of  Scarlet  fever  cases,  only  2  being 
notified,  one  from  Windrush  and  the  other  from 
Cold  Aston,  both  school  children.  Diphtheria  was 
also  practically  absent,  only  2  cases  being  known, 
one  a  middle  aged  governess,  the  other  a  local  school 
boy.  The  County  Council,  on  the  advice  of  the 
Ministry  of  Health,  have  arranged  a  campaign  for 
the  immunisation  of  the  child  population  against 
Diphtheria.  This  work  is  being  carried  out  all  over 
the  country ,  and  will  probably  be  followed  by  the 
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practical  abolition  of  this  fatal  disease, as  has  occurred 
in  most  of  the  populous  districts  in  the  United  States 
and  Canada.  Swabs  from  possible  carriers  were  taken 
in  connection  with  both  cases  notified,  but  the  res¬ 
ults  were  negative.  There  were  2  cases  of  cerebro-spinal 
fever  reported,  one  a  military  case,  at  home  on  leave 
at  Sherborne,  and  the  other  a  young  man  living  at 
Kilkenny.  The  soldier,  after  a  severe  attack,  finally 
recovered  in  hospital,  but  the  other  patient  passed 
away,  not  long  after  removal.  This  complaint  is  largely 
spread  by  ‘‘carriers,”  and  is  generally  prevalent  in 
war  time.  One  family  was  swabbed,  but  all  were  ne¬ 
gative.  Eleven  cases  of  pneumonia  were  reported,  the 
first  6  being  children,  and  the  last  5,  all  occurring  in 
December,  being  all  aged  over  45  years.  Three  of 
the  latter  cases  were  in  the  same  house,  being  noti¬ 
fied  as  influenzal  pneumonia.  There  were  6  deaths 
certified,  but  of  these  3  took  place  outside  the  area, 
2  coming  from  a  private  mental  home  in  a  neigh¬ 
bouring  district,  these  not  being  reported.  A  large 
number  of  cases  were,  probably,  not  notified,  as  the 
death  rate  is  not  usually  more  than  ten  per  cent.  At 
this  rate  there  should  have  been  60  cases  notified. 
Four  notifications  of  puerperal  pyrexis  were  received, 
one  of  which  was,  apparently,  septicaemia,  the  pa¬ 
tient  recovering  after  a  long  illness.  Two  cases  of 
Erysipelas  were  reported,  both  adults.  There  was  a 
case  of  opthalmia  neonatorum  reported,  the  infant 
of  a  woman  with  pyrexia.  The  child’s  eyes  got  all 
right  after  frequent  treatment  by  the  doctor.  This 
disease  is  due  to  venereal  disease  in  the  parent. 
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TUBERCULOSIS. 


Age  Periods  M. 
0  0 

1  0 

5  0 

10  0 

15  1 

20  0 

25  1 

35  0 

45  0 

55  0 

65  and  upwards  0 


New  Cases  Deaths 

Non-  Non- 

Pulmonary  Pulmonary  Pulmonary  Pulmonary 


F. 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 


M. 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

1 

0 


F. 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

1 

1 

1 

0 

0 


M. 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 


F. 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 


M. 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 


F. 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 


Totals 


0 


0 


Nine  cases  of  tuberculosis  were  reported,  3  of 
the  disease  in  the  lungs  and  6  in  other  parts,  in¬ 
cluding  3  glandular  infections,  2  of  bone  and  one  of 
peritoneum  disease.  A  patient  who  was  reported  as 
suffering  from  lethargic  encephalitis,  was  later  found, 
in  hospital,  to  have  tubercular  meningitis.  One  pa¬ 
tient  reported  with  lung  infection  was  a  Russian  sub¬ 
ject,  evacuated  from  the  Embassy  in  London.  Ap¬ 
parently  she  had  been  attacked  with  tuberculosis 
years  before,  whilst  in  Russia.  Four  patients  had 
open  air  treatment  in  sanatorium.  One  girl  with 
glandular  attack  left  the  district  to  live  in  Chelten¬ 
ham.  At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  about  53 
cases  in  the  district,  most  of  them  having  been  on 
register  for  years,  and  probably  in  many  cases  re¬ 
covered.  The  total  includes  34  lung  cases,  and  19  of 
the  disease  in  other  parts,  31  being  males  and  22  fe¬ 
males.  In  many  instances  this  disease  runs  a  mild 
course,  and  people  live  for  many  years,  who  were 
originally  attacked  by  it,  especially  in  these  days  of 
more  prompt  diagnosis  and  open  air  treatment.  Pa¬ 
tients  are  usually  visited  at  regular  intervals  by  the 
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district  nurses,  by  arrangement  with  the  County 
Council. 


ISOLATION  HOSPITAL. 

ISOLATION  HOSPITAL  EXPENDITURE 
for  the  past  five  years. 

Scarlet  Fever  and  Diphtheria. 


1934 

£47 

3 

0 

1935 

£75 

6 

0 

1936 

£22 

9 

0 

1937 

£194 

13 

0 

1938 

£69 

16 

0 

1939 

£297 

5 

3 

1940 

£63 

0 

0 

Only  4  cases  were  treated  at  the  Joint  Hospital, 
situated  at  Cirencester,  from  this  district.  There  are 
only  2  wards,  and  only  two  diseases  can  be  properly 
treated  at  one  time.  Arrangements  have  now  been 
made  that  cases  can  be  treated  at  the  Stroud  Joint 
Isolation  Hospital  when  the  local  one  is  full,  or  un¬ 
able  to  take  a  third  disease.  The  cost  for  isolation 
of  patients  was  very  low  during  the  year,  being  just 
over  £63,  whilst  the  cost  in  1939  was  £297. 

CHILD  WELFARE. 

There  was  no  change  in  the  campaign  for  the 
health  and  well  being  of  infants  and  young  children 
generally.  The  four  child  welfare  centres  were  car¬ 
ried  on  as  before,  and  the  district  nurses  looked  after 
the  babies  in  their  homes.  In  addition,  they  inspect¬ 
ed  the  heads  of  the  school  children,  and  acted  as  ad¬ 
visers  to  the  parents  generally.  Possibly  war  condi¬ 
tions  affected  the  infant  death  rate,  which  was  above 
the  average.  The  child  welfare  authority  is  now  the 
County  Council,  and  all  notifications  of  births  are 
sent  to  them. 
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HOSPITALS. 

The  General  Hospital  at  Cheltenham  is  the  chief 
one  patronised  by  the  district,  and  various  clinics, 
such  as  the  orthopaedic  and  venereal  diseases  are 
held  there  regularly. 

The  Public  Assistance  Infirmary  at  Northleach 
collects  patients  from  various  other  districts.  Tuber- 
cular  patients  can  attend  a  special  clinic  at  Chelten¬ 
ham,  or  a  similar  one  at  Oxford.  Indoor  treatment 
is  provided  at  Standish  House,  and  at  two  Isolation 
Hospitals.  There  are  two  hospitals  in  the  Cirencester 
area  for  evacuee  children,  one  dealing  with  non-infec- 
tious  cases,  but  taking  in  skin  diseases  such  as  scabies, 
which  is  due  to  an  animal  parasite  which  burrows 
under  the  skin  ;  also  a  hospital  for  what  is  known 
as  “the  lesser  infectious  diseases”  of  these  children, 
which  include  measles,  whooping  cough  and  chicken 
pox.  This  name  suggests  that  they  are  less  common, 
but  they  all  much  more  wide-spread  than  the  other 
group.  No  ambulance  is  situated  in  Northleach  area, 
but  there  is  one  at  Cirencester  for  infectious  cases, 
and  one  can  be  hired  for  other  patients. 


WATER  SUPPLY. 

Water  supply  was,  on  the  whole,  up  to  the  aver¬ 
age,  and  only  3  samples  were  sent  for  analysis,  2  from 
Cold  Aston,  and  1  from  East  Leach.  All  the  samples 
were  returned  as  “unfit  for  human  consumption.” 
Shortage  of  supply  was  complained  of  at  Barrington, 
apparently  the  ram  in  use  did  not  pump  up  enough 
water,  but  the  owner  has  agreed  to  use  a  petrol  en¬ 
gine  in  addition,  and  this  seems  satisfactory.  The 
pump  at  Calcott  was  out  of  order,  causing  a  shortage, 
but  it  was  put  into  good  order.  Shortage  in  Ched- 
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worth  was  abated  in  regard  to  5  new  cottages  by  the 
laying  of  a  new  pipe  line  from  the  reservoir.  The 
public  water  supply  at  Northleach  was  turned  off  from 
8  p.m.,  6  a.m.,  each  day  for  nearly  2  months  in  the 
autumn  to  save  water.  The  new  reservoir  here  has 
been  constructed,  but  the  scheme  is  not  yet  finished. 
The  circular  of  the  Ministry  of  Health  recommend' 
ing  the  chlorination  of  all  public  water  supplies  was 
considered  by  the  Council,  but  was  not  adopted. 
This  method  of  purification  of  water  costs  very  little, 
and  has  a  very  good  effect  on  the  microbes  found  in 
doubtful  supplies.  It  is  not  unlikely  that,  if  the  water 
supplies  of  the  various  villages  were  analysed,  many 
of  them  would  be  found  to  contain  B.  Coli  and  other 
varieties  in  considerable  amount. 


DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE. 

A  sewer  at  Cold  Aston  was  partly  relaid  and  im¬ 
proved  as  it  was  very  bad,  and  affecting  the  water  sup¬ 
ply.  As  it  was  a  joint  sewer,  the  County  Council 
paid  part  of  the  cost.  No  new  sewers  or  drains  were 
dealt  with. 


CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION. 

This  is  on  the  whole  privy  vaults  or  pail  closets, 
which  are  emptied  by  the  occupiers  of  the  premises. 
W.C.s  are  nowadays  in  demand  even  in  the  country 
areas.  Most  houses  of  any  size  have  W.C.’s  drain¬ 
ing  to  cesspools  or  to  septic  tanks. 


RIVER  POLLUTION. 


No  complaints  received  during  the  year. 
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REFUSE  DISPOSAL. 

No  change  during  the  year,  except  that  collec¬ 
tions  of  paper,  bones  and  metals  have  now  been  ad¬ 
ded  to  the  list,  owing  to  war  condiiions.  Collection 
of  waste  paper  amounted  to  18J  tons  in  the  latter  six 
months  of  the  year. 


BAKEHOUSES. 

One  baker  retired,  leaving  now  10  remaining, 
which  are  frequently  inspected,  and  kept  in  a  cleanly 
state. 


DAIRIES  AND  COWSHEDS. 

There  are  now  111  milk  producers  on  the  regis¬ 
ter,  5  new  ones  being  added  to  the  total.  No  new 
Accredited  licenses  were  granted  by  the  County 
Council  in  the  area. 


GENERAL. 

There  were  21  complaints  of  nuisances,  which 
were  brought  before  the  Council.  No  statutory  no¬ 
tices  were  issued. 


SHOPS  ACT. 
No  action  found  necessary. 


CAMPING  SITES. 
None  in  the  area  up  to  the  present. 


13 


INSPECTIONS. 


NUMBERS  INSPECTED  OF  EACH  OF 

FOLLOWING : 

No.  on  No. 

Register.  Inspected 

THE 

Total  No.  of 
Inspections. 

(a)  Common  Lodging  Houses 

— 

(b)  Slaughter  Houses 

5  — 

— 

Registered 

4  — 

— 

Licensed 

I  — 

— 

(c)  Bakehouses 

10  10 

23 

(d)  Dairies  and  Cowsheds  ... 

111  111 

173 

(e)  Canal  Boats 

-  - 

- — 

(f)  Workshops  with  power... 

2  2 

6 

without  power 

65  65 

100 

(g)  Outworkers’  Residences 

—  — 

— 

Bakehouses  inspected.  28  visits  made.  There 
were  173  inspections  of  the  dairies  and  cowsheds. 


FACTORY  ACTS. 

There  are  two  factories  with  power,  which  were 
visited  on  6  occasions  in  all.  The  65  non-power  fac¬ 
tories  w7ere  inspected  altogether  100  times.  No  noti¬ 
ces  were  required  or  sent  out  under  these  Acts.  No 
outworkers  were  reported. 


FOOD  INSPECTION. 

All  animals  are  now  slaughtered  for  food  outside 
the  area,  and  the  meat  inspected  at  the  abbatoir  be¬ 
fore  leaving.  The  inspector,  however,  paid  86  visits 
to  the  premises  of  meat  salesmen.  Transport  is  well 
carried  out.  As  none  of  the  butchers  have  cold 
storage,  it  would  be  an  advantage  if  meat  were  deli¬ 
vered  towards  the  week  end,  especially  in  the  warm 
part  of  the  year. 
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BUILDING  BYELAWS. 

There  were  14  applications,  under  these  Byelaws, 
for  additions  to  cottages,  private  garages  and  garden 
sheds.  One  was  refused.  This  small  number  is  con¬ 
nected  with  war  conditions.  Twelve  premises  were 
provided  with  improved  drainage  systems.  Advice 
was  given,  and  consultations  held  with  the  war  office 
authorities  on  housing  matters. 


HOUSING  GENERALLY. 

Number  of  New  Houses  Erected  during  the  year. 

(a)  Total  [including  numbers  given  separately  under  (b)]  42 

(b)  1.  By  the  Local  Authority  ...  ...  22 

2.  By  Private  Enterprise  ...  ...  20 

1.  Inspection  of  Dwelling  Houses  during  the  year. 

(a)  1  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for 

housing  defects  [under  Public  Health  or  Hous¬ 
ing  Acts]  ...  ...  ...  21 

2  Number  of  Inspections  made  ...  50 

(b)  1  Number  of  dwelling-houses  included  under 

sub-section  (1)  above  which  were  inspected 
and  recorded  under  the  Housing  (Consolida¬ 
ted)  Regulations,  1925  and  1937  ...  12 

2  Number  of  Inspections  made  ...  50 

(c)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a 
state  so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to 

be  unfit  for  human  habitation  ...  Nil  * 

(d)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  [exclusive  of  those 
referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-head 
found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit 

for  human  habitation  ...  ...  12 

2.  Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  year  without  Service 

of  Formal  Notices. 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit 
in  consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local 
Authority  or  their  officers 


•  •  • 
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HOUSING. 

Four  Council  Houses  in  Northleach  were  finished 
and  occupied  during  the  year,  which  completes  the 
scheme  of  14  houses.  A  site  has  been  bought  at 
Withington  by  the  Council,  but  the  building  of  hou¬ 
ses  has  had  to  be  postponed.  A  scheme  for  Southrop 
is  now  being  held  over. 

There  were  42  houses  erected,  22  by  the  Council, 
and  20  by  private  builders.  Under  the  Housing  Acts 
21  houses  were  inspected,  12  of  these  being  entered 
under  the  housing  regulations.  There  were  50  in¬ 
spections  carried  out  in  all. 

No  houses  were  declared  as  quite  unfit  for  human 
habitation,  but  12  were  not  in  all  respects  reasonably 
fit  for  occupation.  Informal  action  of  the  inspector 
led  to  all  12  being  put  into  order.  No  proceedings 
were  taken  out  under  either  the  Housing  or  Public 
Health  Acts. 


OVERCROWDING. 

In  these  days  of  evacuees,  crowding  is  apt  to  oc¬ 
cur,  but  any  gross  cases  were  dealt  with  by  the  in¬ 
spector,  in  liason  with  the  billeting  officer.  There 
are  no  statistics  of  numbers  of  houses  overcrowded, 
as,  owing  to  war  work,  the  inspector  could  not  spare 
the  time  to  do  this. 


BUG  INFESTATION. 

None  of  these  unpleasant  accessories  of  modern 
crowded  populations  have  been  reported  during  the 
year,  but  they  can  be  dealt  with  if  they  occur  by  fumi¬ 
gation. 


- 


.  * 


